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Upergy Ltd, and all of its sub companies, is committed to managing the use of chemicals and materials in 

accordance with governmental regulations, industry standards, and customer-specific requirements in 

order to protect the environment. Our long-standing policy is to provide products and services that are 

safe to use and that have a low environmental impact throughout their life-cycle. 

 

As the UN Guiding principles on Business and Human Rights specify, all companies have an important role 

to play in respecting human rights through responsible and practicable operations and respect of all 

relevant national and international laws and standards. The UK Government encourages British 

companies trading in natural resources from the DRC to do so in a way which is socially, economically and 

environmentally responsible, including adhering to the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development’s (OECD) guidelines. 

 

Conflict minerals are minerals mined in conditions of armed conflict and human rights abuses, and which 

are sold or traded by armed groups. This has for a number of years been a particular problem in the east 

of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and its surrounding countries, this being known as the 

“Conflict Region” when referring to Conflict minerals. The DRC’s mineral wealth is enormous. It is 

estimated that the country contains between 65-80% of the world’s columbite-tantalite (coltan) reserves, 

49% of its cobalt and 3% of its copper, with industrial diamond reserves estimated at 25%. We understand 

that we need to work to ensure that the DRC’s mineral wealth is brought under legitimate control, as a 

source of revenue for the state and the local population, thereby restricting financial support to armed 

groups. Conflict minerals in the eastern DRC are generally defined as below: 

 

 

Mineral Description Major uses 

Cassiterite Ore from which tin is extracted Planting and solders for joining 

pipes and electronic circuits 

Columbite-tantalite Ore from which tantalum is 

extracted 

Electrical components (including 

those used in mobile phones, 

computers, videogame consoles), 

aircraft and surgical components 

Gold Rare metal found in a native 

(pure) form and obtained as a by-

product of other mining 

operations 

Jewellery, electronic, 

communications and aerospace 

equipment 

Wolframite Ore from which tungsten is 

extracted 

Metal wires, electrodes and 

contacts in lighting, electronic, 

electrical, heating and welding 

applications 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

UKQ-07-0103 Conflict Mineral Policy 

Companies can knowingly or unknowingly be affected by the risk of supply chain contamination with 

conflict minerals. Recent legislative and regulatory initiatives seek to keep contaminated minerals out of 

the industry supply chain by requiring companies to prove that minerals are either not from conflict-

affected areas (through proof of origin) or that their production and trade have not contributed to conflict 

financing and human rights abuses (through due diligence and certification). 

 

Upergy Ltd supports the ending of violence and human rights violations in the mining of minerals from the 

“Conflict Region”. We have undertaken due diligence with our suppliers including the provision of written 

statements that our purchases of tin, tantalum, tungsten and gold (3TG) originate from outside of the 

“Conflict Region”. 

Upergy Ltd will not purchase products that contain conflict minerals that directly or indirectly finance or 

benefit armed groups in the DRC or adjoining countries and nor will any of its sub-companies. We solely 

work with suppliers who adhere to this policy and only source minerals from responsible sources.  

We are obliged to perform a reasonable country of origin enquiry and, if necessary, additional due 

diligence to confirm that the use of 3TG is conflict free. Conflict free means the product does not contain 

3TG that directly or indirectly finances or benefits armed groups in the DRC or an adjoining country. 

Upergy Ltd's supply chain audit is ongoing as we adopt new suppliers and we will endeavor to 

continuously comply with the reporting requirements. We audit existing suppliers annually and we train 

and inform staff on regulation updates and amendments.  

 

 

 


